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eCommerce System Tutorial 
Part 5.2: Bulk Upload – Attribute files 

Introduction  
 

To add options to your products, as added in the manual upload tutorial, it is necessary to 
create three files: 
 

An options file: This defines the option type, i.e. colour or size. 
 
A value file: This defines values for each option, i.e. red, green, blue or 

small, medium, large. 
 
An attribute file: This file defines which options and values are applied to a 

given product. 
 
The structure of these files is very similar to that of the main product file. 
 
As with the product file, the best way to familiarise yourself with the file layout is to 
download an example of each. To export an options file, login to the admin panel and 
navigate to the ‘Data Manager’ section. 
 

 

 
Data manager section 
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Then navigate to the ‘Options Export’ section under the ‘Easy Populate Advanced’ heading:  
 
 

 
Easy Populate options export screen 

 
 
This screen contains three sections, one for each type of file. All settings can be left at the 
defaults for downloading files. Click on the ‘Start File Creation’ button in the first section to 
download an options file, click ‘Save’ when the following prompt appears: 
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Then select a convenient place to save the file on your local machine. 
Repeat the above steps for each of the two remaining sections to download all three files. 
 
Once each of the files is downloaded, we can begin to examine each file in detail. We will 
begin with the options file. 
 
 

The options file 
 

Locate the downloaded options file on your computer and open with Excel or a similar 
application. Below is a screen dump of our exported file opened in Excel. You may need to 
adjust your column widths to achieve the same view. 
 

 

 
Screen dump of option file from Excel 

 
 
You can now see the general format of the file and how similar it is to the products file. 
 
The options file contains the same information as the top section of the ‘Product attributes’ 
section of the manual method of entering products. 
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This can be seen in the screen dump below, the data is in a different order, but is identical in 
content. 
 
 

 
Screen dump from Product Attributes screen 

 
 
If changes are made to the options file and it is re-imported into the system, these changes 
will appear on the above screen. 
 
Below is a list of the column headings with detail of the information that they contain. 
 
 

v_products_options_id 
The unique id for each option, as with the product id, each option id must be unique. 
 
v_options_type 
The type of option selection box to be displayed, this can be either Select, Text, 
Radio, Text Area or Checkbox. 
 
v_options_length 
Sets the length of the option selection box. 
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v_products_options_sort_order 
Sets the order in which the options are displayed, this only applies to products with 
multiple options. The lowest number is displayed first. 
 
 
v_products_options_name_1 
The name of the option, this will be the heading for the option selection box. The 
name should describe the option i.e. ‘Size’ or ‘Colour’. 
 
 
v_products_options_instruct_1 
Instructions to be displayed with option, examples being; ‘Please select size’ or 
‘Please select colour’. 
 
 
v_products_options_name_2…4 
Option names for multilingual stores – see product file structure for language details. 
 
 
v_products_options_instruct_2…4 
Option instructions for multilingual stores – see product file structure for language 
details. 
 
 
Action 
Add ‘delete’ in this column to remove an option. 
 
 

Attribute files are slightly different to the product file – they require no ‘EOREOR’ 
 
The next file to consider is the ‘value’ file, the structure for this is explained below. 
 
 

The value file 
 

As with the options file, locate the downloaded value file on your computer and open with 
Excel or a similar application. Below is a screen dump of our exported file opened in Excel. 
You may need to adjust your column widths to achieve the same view. 
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Screen dump of value file from Excel 

 
 

You can now see the general format of the file and how similar it is to the previous files. 
 
The value file contains the same information as the mid section of the ‘Product attributes’ 
section of the manual method of entering products. 
 
This can be seen in the screen dump below, the data is in a different order, but is identical in 
content. 
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Screen dump from Product Attributes screen 

 
 
If changes are made to the values file and it is re-imported into the system, these changes 
will appear on the above screen. 
 
Below is a list of the column headings with detail of the information that they contain. 
 

 
v_products_options_values_id 
The option value id, as with all id values, this must be unique. 
 
v_products_options_id 
The unique id of the option that the value will apply to, this number must match the 
number in the options file. 
 
v_products_options_values_name_1 
The name of the option value, i.e. if the option is ‘Size’, option value names could be 
‘Small’, ‘Medium’ or ‘Large’. 
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v_products_options_values_name_2…4 
Option value names for multilingual stores – see product file structure for language 
details. 
 
Action 
Add ‘delete’ in this column to remove an option. 
 

The final file is the ‘attribute’ file, the structure for this is explained below. 
 
 

The attributes file 
 

Whereas the previous two files defined the options and values, the next file associates the 
attributes to a given product. 
 
Again, locate the downloaded value file on your computer and open with Excel or a similar 
application. 
 
Below is a screen dump of our exported file opened in Excel. You may need to adjust your 
column widths to achieve the same view. 
 

 

 
Screen dump of value file from Excel 
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By now the format of these files should be familiar. 
 
The attributes file contains the same information as the bottom section of the ‘Product 
attributes’ section of the manual method of entering products. 
 
This can be seen in the screen dump below, the data is in a different order, but is identical in 
content. 
 
 

 
Screen dump from Product Attributes screen 

 
 
 
If changes are made to the attributes file and it is re-imported into the system, these changes 
will appear on the above screen. 
 
The structure for this is explained below: 
 
 

v_products_attributes_id 
The attribute id, as with all id values, this must be unique. 
 
 



 

Page 10 of 12 

© 2007 ProserveUK 

eCommerce System Tutorial 
Part 5.2: Bulk Upload – Attribute files 

v_products_id 
The product id, this must be taken from the product file – this should be the id of the 
product that you wish to list the option against. 
 
v_products_model 
The product number – this is included for backwards compatibility with older 
systems. As you will be using the newer system this column can be left blank. This 
heading must be included else an error will occur. 
 
v_options_id 
The id of the option that you wish to add to the product. This is taken from the 
options file. 
 
v_options_values_id 
The id of the option value that you wish to add to the product. This is taken from the 
value file 
 
v_options_values_price 
The cost of the option, this may be zero, positive or negative depending on the cost 
implications of the option. 
 
v_products_options_sort_order 
Sets the order in which the options are displayed, this only applies to products with 
multiple options. The lowest number is displayed first. 
 
v_products_attributes_filename 
Filename for downloadable products. This option can be used if you sell 
electronically transferable products such as software. A typical example would be an 
application – it could be offered on CD or via download at reduced cost. The file for 
downloading would be entered under this heading.  
 
Action 
Add ‘delete’ in this column to remove an attribute. 
 

 
Settings attributes for a store requires care and attention to detail. Unless the options, values 
and attributes are correctly related the files will fail to import or the end results will be not as 
anticipated. 
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Uploading the attribute files 
 

Once you have created all three files they can be uploaded to your store. To upload the files 
navigate to the ‘Options Import’ section under the ‘Easy Populate Advanced’ heading: 
 
 
 

 
Easy Populate options import screen 

 
 

 
Click the ‘Browse’ button adjacent to the ‘Upload EP File for Import’ field under the 
options heading and navigate to your options file saved on your computer. Select the file and 
click ‘OK’, the path to the file should now be displayed. 
 
Next the file must be verified, click the ‘Verify’ button under the options heading. The 
screen will now show the status of the file, this will display how many records are going to 
be added, updated or deleted. The ‘Process’ button will also be displayed. 
 
If the files verify correctly, click the ‘Process’ button to upload the file. 
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Options import screen after verification 

 
 
The above procedure should be repeated for the two remaining files using the controls under 
the appropriate headings. 
 
Once all three files have been uploaded open your store to check the results. 
 
The strongly recommend that you practice by adding options to a couple of products. Then, 
when you are happy with the results, proceed with the remainder of your products. 
 
This completes the uploading of the data, all that remains now is for the uploading of the 
associated image files – this is explained in the next tutorial.  
 
 

About us 
 
This tutorial has been produced by ProserveUK. A professional hosting company that 
provides affordable web hosting solutions. Large selection of plans available, one-month 
free trial offered on all plans. 

 
For more information, please visit www.proserveuk.com  

Or contact us as sales@proserveuk.com. 


